GOVERNORS-OENEBAL
At Albuera he specially distinguished himself, the timely
orders that he gave, largely on his own responsibility,
having much to do with the victory. At Vittoria he was
again wounded, and by 1814 he was in command of a
Portuguese brigade at Toulon.
In   1815,   having   been  twelve  times   mentioned   in
' despatches for distinguished services, he was knighted,
made a K.C.B. and promoted lieutenant-colonel in the
Grenadier Guards, all before he was thirty years of age.
He was sent to the Congress of Vienna with Sir Charles
Stewart, and on the escape of Napoleon from Elba he was
attached as liaison officer, with the rank of brigadier-general,
to Prince Bliicher's staff; the Duke of Wellington had great
- confidence in his alertness and ability as a staff oificcr*
At Ligny Hardinge had his left hand shot off, but he
remained at his post throughout the action until he was
carried to the Prince's headquarters; and when he event-
ually arrived in an ambulance at the Palais de St Cloud
a line of 51ucher's guards received him holding torches,
and he was put to sleep in the Empress Marie Louise's
bed. It was to him that Blucher said, "Libber Frewttl* ich
stinJce eiwas!" (he had taken medicine)* After Waterloo,
Wellington devoted a special gazette to Hardinge's services,
and later gave him Napoleon's sword to wear; whtk the
King of Prussia decorated him with the Prussian Order of
Merit. During these campaigns Hardinge was wounded
four times, had four horses shot under him, received four
steps in rank and ten foreign decorations.
On returning to England Hardinge entered Parliament,
being elected first for Durham and later for St Germans,
Newport and Launceston successively. In 1821 he married
Lady Emily James, a daughter of the 1st Marquess of
Londonderry, and formerly wife of the British Minister in
the Netherlands. He thus became a brother-in-law of
Castlereagh and Ellenborougk
Two years later he was appointed Clerk of the Ordnance,
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